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ought to be fully examined, and regularly debated, accord-
ing to the usual forms of this assembly. But in the pre-
sent case, my lords^and in all cases like the present, this
demand is improper, because it is useless ; and it is useless,
because we can do now all that we can do hereafter in a
committee. For the bill before us is a money bill, which,
according to the present opinion of the commons, we have
no right to amend ; and which, therefore, we have no need
of considering in a committee, since the event of all our
deliberations must be, that we are either to reject or pass
it in its present state. For I suppose no lord will think
this a proper time to enter into a controversy with the
commons for the revival of those privileges to which I be-
lieve we have a right, and such a controversy the least
attempt to amend a money bill will certainly produce.

To desire, therefore, my lords, that this bill may be con-
sidered in a committee, is only to desire that it may gain
one step without opposition; that it may proceed through
the forms of the house by stealth, and that the consider-
ation of it maybe delayed till the exigencies of the govern-
ment shall be so great as not to allow time for raising the
supplies by any other method.

By this artifice, gross as it is, the patrons of this won-
derful bill hope to obstruct a plain and open detection of
its tendency. They hope, my lords, that the bill shall
operate in the same manner with the liquor which it is in-
tended to bring into more general use ; and that as those
that drink spirits are drunk before they are well aware that
they are drinking, the effects of this law shall be perceived
before we know that we have made it. Their intent is to
give us a dram of-policy, which is to be swallowed before
it is tasted, and which, when once it is swallowed^ will turn
our heads.

But, my lords, I hope we shall be so cautious as to ex-
amine the draught which these state empirics have thought
proper to offer us; and I am confident that a very little
examination will convince us of the pernicious qualities of
their new preparation, and show that it cau have no other
effect than that of poisoning the publick.